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Waltari, Mika The Adventurer 
Putnam. Sept. 22, 1950. 377p. 

Readers who enjoyed Mika Waltari’s The Egyptian, 
will find that The falls bit short 
For one thing, not half exotic. The 
mystery and the mystique the Pharaoh world pro- 
atmosphere the subtly esoteric Orient that 
comes rather hard match any Occidental ambient, 
even the bright kaleidoscope the Renaissance. The 
makes shift supply for this evident drawback 
bringing his hero into contact with what amounts 
the whole galaxy Renaissance luminaries from 
almost every country the West. The result has been 
adventure which leans more heavily for its 
upon the parade casual personages who march 
across its pages rather than the stature its hero 
the strangeness its setting. 


Michael, the adventurer the story, comes into the 
world Finn whose mother bore him without benefit 
clergy. raised the kindly Mistress Pirjo, 
suspected witchcraft, who later dies the 
hands mob because that suspicion. With Master 
Schwarzschwanz Michael learns something the art 
making powder for the new-fangled cannons and 
And masters reading and writing the 
Cathedral school where Latin declensions were taught 
the rhythm the strokes birch supplied brine. 
Somewhat wryly remarks that “fancied they 
were error the part the body most receptive 


Having established Michael man capable learn- 
ing the arts required modern times, the author then 
sends him companion the form huge, husky, 
bear-killing Andy Karlsson, elemental type 
tive whose brawn far outweighs his brain. Andy’s 
dullness plays the foil for Michael’s brilliance while 
Michael’s weakness often leans Andy’s strength 
acontrastingly play forces where book learning vies 
with animal instinct and vice versa. Lest any in- 
gredient lacking from the bestseller recipe, Agnes 
mixes page 35. She spy, Nordic Mata-Hari 
the service King Christian Sweden. Later 
the book, she alternates with certain Madame Gene- 
vieve who makes pretense whatever spying. 


Michael goes the University Paris where studies 
for his degree while Andy works bell and cannon 
foundry lower reach the Seine. Together with 
acharacter, Julien d’Avril, they tour through the South 


France preaching crusade against the Turks—and, 
incidentally, picking not few gold pieces “con- 
tributions”. Julien, the schemer, packs off with most 
the money and Michael and Andy return Paris 
much sadder but very little wiser. Meanwhile, seventy 
pages have been consumed during which Michael has 
nearly starved death once (like the majority stu- 
dents those days), and Andy has saved his life from 
attackers twice. 

The mere enumeration Michael’s fortunes, scrapes 
and vicissitudes would read like Sears Roebuck 
catalogue adventure. Suffice indicate that 
takes part the controversies aroused Europe 
the throes the Reformation. favors Theodore 
and fears Martin Luther; survives the peasant 
uprising; mistaken for doctor due bits learned 
from none other than the one and only Paracelsus; 
interviews Erasmus; marries green-eyed Barbara who 
dies witch; lives through the sack and 
finally ends his chronicle with the promise soon 
his efforts reach the Holy Land when, cap- 
tured the Turks, was “compelled wear the 
turban and become follower the prophet”. The 
interrogation Barbara the Inquisition 
sack Rome are pages superb narration. 
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Inevitably, The Adventurer bears the mark bestseller 
predestination. Granted the author’s intention which 
simply tell colorful story, message, mean- 
ing, moral, the novel can heartily recommended 
adult readers search just that and nothing more. 
For does possess much the story-teller’s naive art. 
the kind thing that would have been good for 
half-a-hundred sessions the village minstrel the 
days before books radio television. Though told 
with commendable restraint, still occasional epi- 
sode might better heard after the children have been 
put bed. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

Department Romance Languages, 

Fordham University, 


New York, 


LITERARY GUILD—NOVEMBER SELECTION 


Costain, Thomas Son Hundred Kings 
Doubleday. Oct. 20, 1950. 465p. $3.00. 


This Costain’s sixth, and will far from his least, 
successful novel. seems have completed the swing, 
begun with High Towers, from the blood-and-thunder 
historical novel the period piece 
event minor part the background with everyday 
manners, modes and customs being the important item. 
Not that they haven’t been important items all Cos- 
tain’s works, even The Conquerors, where built 
quite readable history around them. But here has 
used then advantage building his usual, well-told 
story era when change was the air, when small 
towns were growing and when youth could plan 
career with reasonable expectations being able 
carry out. The scene the Western Ontario town 
Balfour, the characters are drawn from every stratum 
its citizenry, the time from 1890 approximately 


1904. 


Six-year-old Ludar Prentice arrived Balfour New 
Year’s Day 1890 under the aegis oil cloth sign, 
sewn the back his coat, asking all kind 
this lad who was being sent penniless Canada. That 
same day his father was found suicide. the course 
the story develops that Ludar’s name Redcraft 
rather than Prentice, that comes good English 
family, that his father had been cast out, that his 
mother had died and that his father’s family had at- 
tempted erase all traces Ludar’s relationship 
them. that, however, not developed until years 
later and that first day Ludar known only 
penniless waif for whom all are sorry. The magistrate 
commits Ludar the care William Christian, poor 
carpenter and his wife Tilly, the penny-pinchingest 
woman all literary history. Ludar finds place 
their affections, tempered Tilly’s part near 
avarice which leads her lose thousand dollars 
dishonest English lawyer the hope tracing Ludar’s 
ancestry and acquiring financial reward therefrom. 
Ludar grows into young manhood follow his 
relations with the Christians, the feud between the 
two branches the wealthy Tanners, his early love for 
Antoinette Milnre, whose father discovers the facts 
Ludar’s ancestry and gives Ludar his first opportunity 
reporter, Lockie MacGregor, the Remarkable Man, 
and his daughter Catherine, Meg Tanner, Sloppy Bates 
and numerous others. The climax comes when Ludar 


Waltari Costain Schulberg 


accused murder, cleared, wins Antoinette, 
five thousand dollar legacy from England and 
chronicle Ludar’s life the story interesting 
although occasionally somewhat Horatio 
tone, well worth reading. unobjectionable for 
classes readers. 


BOOK THE MONTH 
SELECTION 


Schulberg, Budd The Dischante 
Random House. Oct. 30, 1950. $3.50. 


Hero worship young Hollywood writer for the 
American literary genius the "Twenties the them: 
which this story hung. When Shep Stearns 
given his first writing assignment develop 
from his own script, “Love Ice”, with great 
Halliday, envisages time great learning from the 
older man who had already, ten years before, made 
permanent mark the world letters. The worship 
degenerates into disgust Halliday’s 
Halliday, through alcoholism and other ills, had faded 
and was making last supreme effort, 
the despised movie moguls, make enough mone 
pay his debts and support himself the 
his current literary project. 


One drunken weekend the frame the story, with 
Stearns and Halliday vainly trying concoct 
line” for the producer during flight New 
tour the city bars and junket New England 
skiing college (named 


Stearns’ disgust with Halliday’s inability cope 


their task the throes their bout with the 


tempered from time time wonder that Halliday 


still has not lost completely the gifts that made his 
novels works insight. 

The conclusion that Halliday was merely symbol 
his own corrupt time and consequently nothing more 
than the time’s most eloquent interpreter upset 
Stearns’ climactic reading the novelist’s unfinished 
manuscript, true and wise interpretation life 
more recent times than those his hey day. 


Inside the framework the weekend 
day, the story his own private life from the end 
the first world war, through the great market collapse, 
his desperate surrender the movies the 
That life was the apotheosis “flaming youth” 
its miserable debacle. 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


Across the River and Into the 
Trees (IIb) Hemingway Oct. 
The Cardinal (Ila) Robinson Apr. 
The Adventurer (IIb) Waltari Nov. 
Floodtide (IV) Yerby Sept. 
The Spanish Gardener (Ila) Cronin Sept. 
Williams Sept. 
Bristow Feb. 
Aug. 


Warren July 


Owen Glen 
Jubilee Trail (IIb) 
The Little World Don Camillo 


World Enough and Time (IIb) 
The Legacy (Ila) Shute June 
Dianetics (IV) Hubbard Oct. 
Little Princesses Crawford Aug. 
The Story Ernie Pyle (1) Miller Sept. 
Belles Their Toes Gilbreth Oct. 


Lightly against all this sketched ironic appraisal 
the movies Stearns’ own “innocent liberal” day, 
already removed from the present another decade. 


certainly Scott Fitzgerald the prototype the 
Halliday this book that there necessity for even 
singling out the few discrepancies the two careers 
and pointing out that they are minor. While the other 
characters are nearly types that the usual disclaimer 
“no character not needed, the translator 
Louise Vaiese might interested the portrait 
Halliday’s wife who translated Rimbaud for the New 
Directions Company. 


While this novel more constructed work than one 
artfully contrived, the workmanship not will 
probably interesting discriminating adults 
bent concerned with the central figure himself 
with social backgrounds American writing and 
the movies, but not novel wide appeal 
wide compulsion. 

Clinton Maguire, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Pichon, Charles 

The Vatican and Its Role World Affairs 
Translated from the French Jean Misrahi. Dutton. Oct. 
10,1950. 382p. $4.50. 
those Americans who are continually preoccupied 
with the problem keeping church and state separate 


PLAY “BOOKS” 
(Cf. Headliners) 
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and who periodically send delegations President 
Truman protest against any American diplomatic 
representation the Vatican were read this new 
book, their fears would soon vanish into thin 
haps too much hope that they will read The 
Vatican and Its Role World Affairs but Catholics 
will find interesting informative. Written 
with the lucidity characteristic the French and with 
journalistic ease, attempts explanation Catholic 
theology but looks the Church living organism 
the contemporary world. 


The author’s main purpose clarify the Church’s 
role present-day society; but this would impossible 
unless one understood how the Church has reached 
the influential position now holds. Hence, the neces- 
sity eighty page introductory chapter the his- 
tory the Church from St. Peter Pius IX. con- 
dense eighteen hundred years church history into 
such brief compass extraordinary feat selec- 
tion and condensation but Pichon has succeeded ad- 
mirably. Despite some minor inaccuracies this first 
chapter can recommended anyone who wants 
bird’s-eye view church history. 


With the background established, sketches the 
careers the modern popes from Leo XIII Pius XII. 
Though decidedly different personality and with 
widely diversified gifts, they are united their con- 
suming love for the Church and their strenuous 
efforts promote the spiritual welfare Christ’s Mys- 
tical Body. Probably never before has Divine Provi- 
dence blessed the Church with such outstanding leader- 
ship has been provided the last five popes. Be- 
cause this account originally appeared French there 
some overemphasis upon papal relations with France 
but otherwise this chapter neat summary the 
progress made the papacy the last seventy years. 


Intense missionary activity has distinguished the modern 
period history and has contributed the amazing 
growth the Church. Americans who are mission- 
minded will find the author’s chapter this subject 
stimulus their Then proceeds write 
more than ninety pages the “Union the 
Churches”. After demonstrating how the Church suf- 
fered throughout the centuries from schism and heresy, 
explains the historical position the Orthodox and 
Protestant churches and what now being attempted 
the Ecumenical Movement. the United States 
not much has been written this matter from the 
Catholic viewpoint and the ideas proposes will 
least acquaint American Catholics with the problems 
facing Non-Roman Christendom. 


the contemporary struggle for world leadership be- 
tween Soviet Russia and the United States natural 
that American Catholics are not completely dispas- 
sionate. Pichon gives the viewpoint trained 
diplomatic observer his concluding chapter: 
tween Washington and Moscow”. The reasons why 
Vatican policies favor the United States and why Rome 
has always distrusted Moscow even the days when 
apparent harmony reigned between Roosevelt, Churchill 
and Stalin are thoroughly analyzed. Between the Vati- 
can and Communism there ideological incom- 
patibility that compromises can eliminate. the 
same time there are some liabilities American policy 
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which Pius XII recognizes and which Pichon brings 
our attention. 


American Catholics will find this book always stimu- 
lating even times little irritating. 
Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, Illinois 


Waugh, Evelyn Helena 


Little, Brown. Oct. 16, 1950. 247p. 
Evelyn Waugh writes his latest novel with refresh- 
ingly different point view. longer does scan 
the contemporary British and American scene with the 
baleful gleam satire his eye. Here Helena 
rather casts long look back the dim century Con- 
stantine the Great, and the hard gaze Decline and 
Fall and The Loved One melts away into geniality and 
almost tender solicitude behalf wonderful 
woman, St. Helena. 

History records that the middle the Third Cen- 
tury St. Helena was born humble parentage 
Drepanum, that for time she was the wife Roman 
soldier, Constantius Chlorus, who later became 
Roman emperor, and that their union was born the 
Constantine who conquered the sign Christ and 
sanctioned Christianity the world. her also 
recorded that she pilgrimaged Palestine, erected 
churches there and Rome, and worked with great 
energy and generosity spread the Faith until the end 
her long life eighty. Legend has that Helena 
was the British-born daughter merry Old King Cole, 
the same nursery-rhyme unlikely origin 
which Waugh, Englishman, novelist, and 
humorist would naturally prefer—and that Chlorus was 
military errand Britain when met her and 
whisked her off Europe. Tradition, finally, credits 
Helena with the discovery the True Cross Christ, 
which with divine help she caused dug out the 
rubble Golgotha. the venerable fragments extant 
today endures Helena’s last bequest Christendom. 
Thus the cross the central figure the life mother 
and son. 

These are the elements—tradition, legend, 
—that make the story Helena. Waugh’s 
version, rapid and episodic narration, encompasses 
the whole half-dozen portrayals Helena vari- 
ous periods her life: lively British princess her 
father’s court (it must have given Waugh great pleasure 
write roared Coel, “and music. No, not 
you”—as all the bards came bundling the 
three strings and the the new bride the 
surly and pagan Constantius; the lonely mother 
her baby boy (the father away affairs empire); 
then the discarded wife the rising Chlorus who 
puts her aside make another, political, marriage 
his way the Emperorship Rome. But the best 
Helena the wise and difficult old woman—difficult, 
that is, deceive put off—when 
Augusta, mother the great Constantine, she stands 
adamant the midst Roman paganism, intrigue, and 
opposes architects and archeologists. When, 
past seventy years age, she goes off hunt the cross 
Christ, her friend Pope Sylvester says goodbye with 
misgivings: tell me, won’t you?—if you are 


$2.75. 


Waugh Saint-Exupéry 


successful.” which Helena replies, tell 


And she did. 


Waugh says writes this book partly for the 
tion recent lady skeptic who toured Palestine 
reported her return that the Helena story all 
Whatever the motive, good that Waugh leaves th; 
Bright Young People his satires shift for 
selves for while, and that turns his attention 
this enchanting legend. The result happy 
Waugh’s style, incidentally, still the same, still 
deft, sly humorist who must read closely for 
fullest, richest meanings. Helena 
Waugh. Yes, with positive delight. 

Joseph Belvedere, 

Department English, 

University Scranton 


Saint-Exupéry, Antoine 

The Wisdom the Sand 
(Translated Stuart Gilbert.) Harcourt, Brace. 
1950. 350p. $4.00. 
reading this book, approaching the reading 
think one must remember and keep mind some 
facts about the writer it. Antoine 
disappeared over the Mediterranean 
sance flight for the Allied Forces from Africa 
was and had been fighting the side the free 
men France. proved thus that not only loved 
France, but loved France free the dictator’s power, 
free the abject and hopeless defeatism the pomp 
ous and self-opinionated man who, the name 
France, had accepted the dictator’s conquest. had 
written other books, prior this, notably Flight Arras, 
and the too little known Letter Hostage; well 
his better known Night Flight, Wing, Sand and 
(which once found catalogued library the 
raphy section), and the charming penetrating 
Little Prince. One who had read these books will find 
difficult accept some critics’ estimate this last 
work showing the author’s predilection for despotism, 
even for facist form polity. They will remember 
that Saint Exupéry wrote, with virile but 
quisite style, prose that was often close poetry; thet 
his work was reflective, philosophical, sincere. had 
deep religious sense, which based his esteem for 
material possessions: things enjoyed they were 
available, but without which one could, large 
ure, live and live more completely; and it, too, was 
founded his sympathy toward, his understanding 
even those his countrymen his enemies who 
posed him disappointed him: they were men, les 
than he, and subject weakness knowledge and 
purpose. 
Much this will remembered the reading this 
translation book that was published France 
under the title Citadelle. having access the 
French edition, must accept the translation 
ful version, somewhat florid, “oriental” style 
tended reproduce the flavor the original. not 
unattractive, and not all labored. 
The Wisdom the Sands not novel; not even 
book philosophical essays. doubt that was 
tended its author summary his views 
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men and the world and the elements. rather like 

journal, record meditative impressions, loosely 
deliberately woven into semblance unity 
grand allegory which represents the writer the 
heir empire the desert, philosophical 
Haroun Raschid who also part prophet, part priest. 
and the Thousand and One Nights; the Rubaiyat 
and Isaias. And has close kinship with St. Augus- 
having given thought long the complexity prob- 
lems and doubts and questionings which the cataclys- 
mic war raised the minds and hearts thinking men, 
were trying explain how that the 
Son Man orders His Kingdom, disposing all things 
his and far-seeing love for those 
who have kinship with Him through His sharing their 
humanity and their possession the gift the divine 
which has given them. 
This not the lines, but between and the margins 
the lines that are written. delicate and peril- 
ous work that Saint-Exupéry had set for himself, this 
correct. Yet find other estimate that 
can begin explain the apparent contradictions and 
inconsistencies that arise from some the pages, when 
one matches them against the facts the author’s life 
and thought know it. And, remembering, The 
Little Prince and Letter Hostage, this estimate 
The Wisdom the Sands not far-fetched. was 
foreshadowed those previous works. working 
with parable and allegory explain and interpret some 
the profound philosophical (and theological) prob- 
lems: evil, time vis-a-vis eternity, mortality. 
The Wisdom the Sands not light reading. Nor 
can one should one read all-at-once. 
teken chapter chapter, and needs degre the 
reflective imagination with which the author wrought 
appreciated and understood. this pre- 
caution, many will find disappointing, even dis- 
agreeable book. the precaution observed, many 
will want keep their shelves companion 
turn quiet hours. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 


Long, Margaret Louisville Saturday 
Random House. Sept. 29, 1950. 278p. $2.75. 

The theme this book women-without-men, stimu- 
lated and frustrated the abnormal emotional stresses 
wartime. Its frame work, neatly bisected into after- 
noon and night the same day, embraces the com- 
pletely unconnected accounts eleven women who 
watch armored parade Louisville afternoon, 
with her whole being concentrated particular 
man men general, completed eleven separ- 
ate incidents which follow these women through the 
night. The women range from pampered young 
socialite snubbed her desire marry Jew, 
luckless young warworker tied brutish, drunken 
Catholic; from promiscuous, feeble-minded, 
the disposal all and sundry, 
mature woman fascinated and over-eager about sex 
who being pushed into Lesbianism; from bereaved 
mother blotting out her grief with gin, 


Long Vidal 129 


new mother impatient get out with the crowd again; 
from USO girl who breaks her long-standing engage- 
ment marry quickly soldier just met, happily- 
married woman going through her first parturition, 
pang pang; from women yearning for their service 
husbands, women yearning exchange these for the 
first man come along. 

the tales are intended represent cross-section 
American womanhood under strain, the picture 
pressing. the dialog fair sample American 
speech patterns, horrifying and ugly record. 
the promiscuity and recklessness detailed reliable 
representation wartime social conditions, the wonder 
that any servicemen find their sacrifices justified— 
though the servicement depicted are less sex-ridden 
than the women. 

Honestly presented and psychologically consistent, these 
brilliant character sketches carry conviction. But they 
are far from being pleasant reading, and spite their 
keenly analy insight into human nature only occa- 
sionally achieve poignancy which awakens sympathy 
for the prototypes involved. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 


Scranton, Penna. 


Vidal, Gore Dark Green, Bright Red 
Dutton. Oct. 1950. 308p. $3.00. 

this, his sixth novel, Gore Vidal, who still one 
the bright young men the field modern fiction, 
tries what is, for him, new genre—the novel mili- 
tary and political intrigue and violence Central 
America. Except for the careful literary stylizing, 
which Vidal master, there not much distin- 
guish from other recent handlings the same sort 
material—Herbert Gorman, say, his recent novels 
Mexican revolution. But there are those who extract 
high percentage such enjoyment novel gives 
from its style, and Vidal makes rewarding reading for 
them, and for the apprentice fictionalist who would add 
high degree finish his work. 

The central characters are Peter Nelson, cashiered 
army officer; General Alvarez, the country’s former 
dictator, whom the object the revolution 
return power; Cluny (whose name one finds, for 
some reason, one the most artificial elements the 
book); and the General’s son and daughter. Lesser and 
villainous parts are played Green, agent the fruit 
company which being responsible for 
much the country’s misery; and scheming 
army colonel. The heart the story the failure 
the revolution, because treachery from within the 
General’s forces. 

Actually, the story not enough carry the book’s 
length over three hundred pages, and fine writing for 
fine writing’s sake becomes tiring after half that 
number, that the net judgment the work 
novel that failure—a near miss, perhaps, but 
failure story, with not enough character interest 
make for the slightness plot. 

Vidal has abandoned, least temporarily, his investi- 
gations the field emotional abno but there 


certainly much that objectionable his concept 
love and its meaning life. Too, has given us, 
character this story, Father Miguel, priest at- 
tached the revolutionary General’s party, who shows 
even decently religious man. The book not 
recommended for general reading. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Allen, George Presidents Who Have Known 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 12, 1950. 254p. $3.00. 

This unusual autobiography, added the 
list reminiscences those who worked 
under Roosevelt and Truman. The inverted title the 
first clue its unusualness. Then there the Dedica- 
tion 520 persons, mentioned name, “who haven’t 
helped all with the writing, but whose help with the 
selling earnestly requested.” Finally, have here 
the highly unusual spectacle public figure who does 
not take himself too seriously. 


From the very beginning George Allen starts spoofing 
himself and keeps the end. His last paragraph 
reads: expect view this struggle [with 
Communism] with calm optimism. Fear not, tell 
myself; the men who emerge our leaders will have 
the incalculable advantage knowing me.” There 
ample evidence, advanced Mr. Allen himself, why 
has been called the “court jester” for Harry 
Truman. The book simply packed with anecdotes, 
most them funny, some very funny, and good per- 
centage them the expense the narrator. There 
barely hard word for anybody else, except for Drew 
Pearson, who gets heavy drubbing. 


first sight, one might suppose that the book was 
written for the express purpose proving that from the 
time was boy George Allen was one the world’s 
worst failures. Even when speaks his years one 
the three Commissioners who run the District 
Columbia, strives mightily give the impression 
that was pretty poor specimen public servant, 
and does very funny way. Only when 
comes his year Chairman the RFC does be- 
come deadly serious. reveals why Truman named 
him for the post. ‘‘He wanted personal friend, whom 
trusted, his watchdog the RFC. was 
And gives instances where helped. The incident 
also goes far explain what has been unfairly called 
Truman’s “government crony.” the story 
lonely, frightened man hurled abruptly into the tough- 
est job the world, who had learned investi- 
gating Senator trust nobody did not know inti- 
mately, and put his friends into positions trust. 


There valuable chapter “Juice.” This mid- 
west term for “pull” with politician. The chapter 
studded with wise and shrewd observations. “If 
wanted influence the policy the Federal Govern- 
ment any important way, would much rather 
the enemy than the friend the President and the 
party power. Federal official much more 
likely give ground critic potential critic than 
friend whose loyalty can counted on. Con- 


Rich 


gressmen will occasionally little favors 
friends, but they will big things for their 
People who think the mighty Washington can 
persuaded, corrupted you will, anything 
than votes just don’t understand what it’s all 
the number votes they can deliver outside Wash. 
ington election day,” etc., etc. Incidentally, 
excerpts are good examples Mr. Allen’s 
snappy style. 


closing the book, one realizes that one has 
communing with very wise, though sometimes 
type businessman-politician. Behind all the 
humility and the usually excellent fooling, there 
solid framework shrewd observation and 
reporting man who has held important posts 
both business and government. His contribution the 
New Deal-Fair Deal saga may minor one, but 
will not overlooked. 

Wilfrid Parsons, 

Catholic University, 

Washington, 


Rich, Louise Dickinson Neck the Wood; 
Lippincott. Nov. 1950. 255p. $2.75. 


Real craftsmanship went into the writing this book, 
the earnest craftsmanship that tolerates 


and labors long the right choice detail and 


Even the author’s laments about the pangs 
sition are pardonable since clearly evident, from 
the excellent results, that every word she says about 
her honest toil absolutely true. 
honest craftsman, the people, places, and events 
her book are brought the reader with chaste 
clarity. This book read effortlessly because 
was written with painstaking care. 


Mrs. Rich still talking about the Maine woods, 
suppose that the readers her earlier books will 
glad hear more from time she centers her 
attention her neighbors and there can little doubt 
that she will soon living one the world’s mos 
self-conscious communities. She writes apologia 
sorts for Maine people, perhaps for Americans even 
for people general. inevitable that there should 
some distortion and that some people these 
filled character sketches should seem too good 
true. Maybe they are just what they are pictured 


Because Mrs. Rich 


be, but fear that some readers from the Outside will 


little doubtful they look In. 


The author’s technique involves emphasis individual 
traits and relish for idiosyncracy; consequently, her 
world has slightly artificial sparkle. one long por 
trait, what she considers lovable independence may 
strike others plain orneriness. Yet, with sound 
sense values and mature outlook, Mrs. Rich has 
brought her life print, she has written 
book praise simple Americans and has 
invariably succeeded keeping its tone far above the 
abominable folksiness often used descriptions 
life these states ours. the portrayal 
character foremost intent and method, the inc 
dents that reveal the characters and the descriptions 
that put them their proper surroundings combine 
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give full, thoroughly interesting picture life the 
Maine woods. fresh and appealing picture, too. 
Whatever that life may like itself, certainly 
worth looking through Mrs. Rich’s eyes. She need 
never have added the last four pages wherein she 
justifies her work—such justification unnecessary. 


William Hill, 
Fordham University, 


New York 58, New York 


* ok 


Nowinson, Marie 

The Legacy Gabriel Martel 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Sept. 29, 1950. $3.00. 
This earnest, amateurish and very interesting 
about lawyer prodigious conscientiousness 
who sought the right thing regardless the con- 
sequent loss worldly advantage. Orphaned child- 
hood, making his own way through law school, tena- 
cious his Catholic Faith and drawing ethical in- 
from old time lawyer high principles 
named Brewster, Gabriel marries happily and settles 
the midwestern city Lakeside. His wife, Amy, 
tries for the sake their sons Christopher, Carroll, 
Aluin and their daughter Jean awaken Gabriel 
the ways the world, and the fact that there 
nothing un-Christian the virtue prudence. She 
does not succeed, and after her death Gabriel pursues 
his career with undaunted rigidity and courageous 


the 


Gabriel achieves measure solid and quiet success, 
fghting for the underdog, helping make law some 
his hard-fought victories, but nearly always, crucial 
points, getting the short end the deal from material 
viewpoint, and even losing cases through apparent mis- 
carriages justice when, point fact, should 
have won. Most disheartening all, however, his 
suspicion toward the end his life that has failed 
the right kind father his children. Chris 
leaves home, makes girl pregnant and actually re- 
sponsible for her suicide; Jean selfish and cares more 
for the piano than for anyone the family, and when 
she makes successful debut concert artist snob- 
bishly curt her humble and shabbily dressed father; 
Carroll complacently accepts the financing his col- 
lege career his uncle, toward whom callous and 
craftily calculating; while Aluin seems the mose like- 
able, even though the vaguest, the lot. 


the end, Chris comes through crisis and, 
speedy and inadequately motivated re-conversion the 
Church, brings some measure consolation 
ailing and dying father. The legacy consists the 
example Christian fortitude that 
affords, including the realization his part that even 
though tried hard live Christ-like manner, his 
will was not sufficiently identified with God’s will. 
dies holy death offering his final disappointment: 
Aluin’s absence from his bedside. 

The idea this story good enough: was success- 
fully realized few years ago (although without any 
theological connotations) Dan Wickenden’s The 
Wayfarers—the persistent, honest effort worldly 
stand his responsibilities and wring 
his failure higher form success. But 


Nowinson Stewart 
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opinion cannot said that Mrs. Nowinson has suc- 
ceeded: her story episodic and disjointed, the charac- 
terization wooden, virtue confused with sentimen- 
tality, and the dialogue moralistic (p. 66-7) and 
stilted (p. 208-9, 251-3). 


This reviewer would naturally like say something 
favor book whose author has made such ob- 
viously sincere attempt weld Christian view life 
the novel form, but the most can the present 
case observe that admirers the Margaret Lee 
Runback kind novel will find here something their 
taste. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 


Washington 


* * 


Stewart, George The Year the Oath 
Doubleday. Sept. 21, 1950. 156p. $2.00. 

Early 1949 the State Legislature California was 
presented with bill which, loyalty precaution, 
aimed putting the University California directly 
under legislative control. forestall such move, 
the Regents the University decided that all em- 
ployees would required take 
oath. Mr. Stewart, collaboration with other profes- 
sors the University California, gives account 
the ensuing controversy from the point view 
the faculty, particularly that part which most strongly 
opposed the oath. This record, written with eye 
human interest and dramatic values, provides case 
history the problem academic freedom secular 
universities. 

Faculty protests against the oath were first countered 
compromise move the Academic Senate the faculty 
endorsed, body, the policy the 
University. The Regents, their turn, discarded the re- 
quirement formal oath and substituted statement 
from each professor his that was not 
member the Communist Non-signers, more- 
over, were granted hearing before the faculty 
Committees Privilege and Tenure, subject review 
the Board Regents. 


retain forty non-signers who had been cleared the 
faculty Committee. Six others were dismissed for re- 
fusing cooperate answering questions. This 
far the present book carries the issue. later 
neeting August the Regents reversed their position 
the faculty who had been cleared the Committee 
Privileges and Tenure. Their case now pending 
the courts. 


The authors not admit that any part the faculty 
resistance was based Communist partisanship and 
point out that none the dismissed were proven Com- 
munists. According them the refusal sign was 
based variety motives: the test 
set field which thought was longer free and, 
therefore, was violation academic freedom; its 
blanket condemnation all members the Com- 
munist Party constituted recognition guilt 


J» 
Pas. 
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association; imposed illegal political test since the 
Communists are legal party California, etc. 
Ultimately the controversy appears focus ques- 
tion policy. Who determine what truth and 
not truth and, consequently, the limits academic 
freedom? The faculty the Regents? The authors 
answer that “the strong public trust universities rests 
upon belief that faculty composed experts 
such determination.” Again who judge the fitness 
the university professor for his job? The authors 
contend that this can done only his professional 
equals, the faculty Committee Tenure. Their prac- 
tical recommendation faculty or, least, academic 
representation the Board Regents. 


can presume that the courts will decide whether 
the Regents the University California were acting 
within their legal authority. the outsider may 
likely appear that they acted imprudently insisting 
the oath any test. Since party-liners would sign 
without moral scruple legal fear, there guar- 
antee effectively eliminating them. the other 
hand, the same impartial observer wil probably think 
that the professors are swallowing the camel, when they 
wish consider Communism still open issue, and 
straining the gnat, when they refuse the anti-Com- 
munist oath. Since violent revolution integral 
part Communist doctrine, non-membership the 
Party already implied their traditional oath 
loyalty the Constitution. 


Sheen, Fulton Lift Your Heart 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 1950. 308p. $3.00. 


Like its immediate predecessor, Peace Soul, Lift 
Your Heart re-examination man’s position the 
complex problem his relation God and the modern 
world. discusses language that laymen can under- 
stand readily the two selves constantly warring within 
us—the Ego, the superficial think 
are, (and implicitly the false self what people think 
are); and the other self, the personality 
made the image and likeness God—what fact 
really are. Essentially dichotomous, the Ego and 
the are irreconcilable. precisely the futile 
attempts their union that have produced the 
modern man, the spoiled child the Atomic Age with 
all his neuroses who looks within himself vain for 
peace soul. 

The book has three main divisions; the first called 
Ego Level”, the second, “The Level”, and the third, 
“The Divine Level”. this last section, the 
excellent chapter entitled “Hound Heaven” that 
Msgr. Sheen draws from the wealth Thompson’s 
poem crystallize his thesis the two greatest 
dramas life are the soul the pursuit God and 
God pursuit the soul”. Modern man will begin 
realize this only through self-knowledge, putting 
off the false ego wear order discover the 
true”. Therein lies peace soul. Education, “the 


gateway Heaven Earth”, Ethics, Reason and the 
Making Stronger Resolutions, the numerous attempts 
securing peace human level have all sadly 
failed. They have not prepared live. 


Only Di- 


Tensions and anxieties beset modern man. 
vinity can provide the remedy. 


Sheen Erdman Kimbrough 


Best 


While many learned psychiatrists and 
may inclined training and religious faith 
agree with some the conclusions reached and 
exception the literary style employed this 
cannot denied that inspirational work this 
intended reach far wider audience that 
limits the average psychology major. Lift 
Heart inspirational work. combines 
ship with literary style. Such combination all 
rare writers religious books. 


Rev. David Francis Sweeney, 
Reference Librarian, 

Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Erdman, Loula Grace The Edge Tin 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 25, 1950. 275p. $3.00. 

Many novels have been written about the first hom: 
steaders who rode their covered wagons across thi 
country and placed roots new territory. The Edge 
Time entertaining and worthwhile addition, pz. 
ticularly for feminine readers. the story home 
steading bride, her journey from Missouri and her 
soddy struggle for existence, sustained only 
and faith dream. The adjustment 
and silence and hardship was difficult, 
when Bethany made Wade Cameron’s dream 
pletely her own. 


There are crop failures, grass fire and big snow 
which they lost their cattle. There frequent sicknes 
and early death. occasional party, 
preacher and few neighbors bring occasional lighte 
note into the monotony. The shiftless and memorabk 
Dillon family, the young schoolteacher and her dyin: 
baby, the selfish ranch wife who hated her life and 
friendly cowboys could make any group who 
that edge between the time the cattle rangers and 
free pastures, and the inevitable time come fence 
and crops and the railroad. For all but few “nesters 
that edge was too precarious. Many wagon loads 
back across the trail, failure obliterating the 
tracks westward. But Bethany and Wade had yout 
and courage and adaptability which bent with 
Texas wind. primarily Bethany’s story. She 
peer around “the corner because she had love 
and pride for her man, and rosebush 
and nourish. 


The author, who also wrote The Years the Locus, 
knows her locality and circumstances well. She has 
written clean, sympathetic and inspiring 
one any American can read with pride his heritage. 


Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Kimbrough, Emily The Innocents from 
Harper. Oct. 18, 1950. 229p. $2.75. 

The way becoming prolific and fairly 
writer now well outlined. First write book per 


sonal travel with well-known actress and sell 
After that, book can written 
The lecture tour 


movie producer. 
about how the first became movie. 
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inspired the notoriety given the movie gives 
third book. Then one can relapse into more less 
biography. All very good provided that 
there something there start with. 


the chronological sequence biography (not 
because family record) this Emily Kim- 
second. begins with the removal the 
family from Muncie Chicago and takes the story 
her graduation from high school. There are seven- 
teen sketches recounting various adventures the 
family during that period making friends, going 
subscribing the opera series, living hotel, 
repeat the table contents. The inveterate readers 
these “hilarious” family sagas can spell the list out 
advance. 


Few these episodes are more than very mildly amus- 
Some are downright annoying. Annoying too 
the style, for even the hands one its more 
expert practitioners, the form this type personal 
history has become stereotyped. 


Worse still the pretense that this book designed 
appeal all American families which have ever had 
the experience moving from small large city. 
For few them were such able live 
hotels, and fewer still were those which the mother 
could teach the daughter Greek before the child had 
learned read English. result, flavor sophis- 
tication belies the innocence proclaimed. Frequently, 
too, the reader cannot accept the premise that butter 
would melt the mouth the youthful Emily. The 
dificulties that beset her school, for example, she 
attributes the teachers’ misunderstanding her in- 
nocent confusion, whereas, fact, appears that she 
was designedly and deliberately provocative. She and 
her mother (who does appear have been unusual 
woman) certainly did have feeling superiority. 


any rate, this book will probably sell moderately 
well sickroom gift, will not positively harm anyone 
and will not sufficiently reward anyone humor 
wisdom for the time spent reading. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Frischauer, Paul Great Queen 
Scribner’s. Sept. 25, 1950. 356p. $3.00. 

would seem that Mr. Frischauer has taken unwonted 
license with the Old Testament Book Esther, largely 
substituting sex for the original lesson racial persecu- 
tion. Accordingly, this chosen Jewish girl looms 
brighter the star the Persian king’s bedchamber 
than heroine her people. switching the 
emphasis, the author has forfeited the message the 
natural story for historical hybrid that neither fact 
nor good fiction. Here, certainly, one instance where 
literal interpretation would have worked 
mutual advantage. 


is, the material which the Biblical scholars have 
supplied needs little lily-gilding provide interest 
color. Esther’s career the successor the deposed 
Queen Vashti saw high excitement, danger, self-sacrifice 
and bloody revenge. Carried away from her uncle’s 
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house and brought the harem console the king’s 
outraged grace after Vashti’s disobedience, she immedi- 
ately found favor with the mighty Ahaseurus 
Assuerus, Xerxes, was variously known who 
boasted 127 provinces under his rule. Still, de- 
scendent the line David, she realized the constant 
precariousness her position court that clamored 
for Jewish purge. But, while cautioned not reveal 


her ancestry, she readily braved the royal wrath to. 


plead for her countrymen when they were threatened 
with annihilation. 


The Esther Mr. Frischauer’s sortie glamorous 
Hollywood pin-up, and much watered down version 
the stirring Scriptural character who played her role 
destiny with both humility and cunning. And, 
course, keeping with modern literary standards, par- 
ticularly vulgarities and suggestiveness which sacred 
writings pass over discreetly are embellished full size. 


regards accuracy and morality, the book obviously 
doubtful value. 

Lois Slade, 

Dubuque, 


Hahn, Emily 
Doubleday. Sept. 1950. $3.00. 


Emily Hahn, long-time contributor the New 
Yorker, and other magazines, and the author many 
outstanding novels the Far East, this time has turned 
her attention the life Mrs. Aphra Behn, English 
dramatist and novelist who was born Wye, county 


Kent, 1640, and who died London 1689. 


Aphra, the daughter literate Canterbury barber, 
decided her teen age become great lady. 
twenty she meets William Scot, liberal, who mar- 
ied, has child, but has not lived with his wife for 
the past five years. Against the wishes her family 
she goes live with him. Politics and his carelessness 
about paying his bills force him leave England. To- 
gether they Belgium, then Holland and finally 
South America. She tasted the bitterness con- 
spirator’s existence Europe but her love for him did 
not falter although was selfish and sometimes mean. 
While South America, Aphra becomes involved 
the problem slavery. She haunted the plight 
the Negro, his misery. Against her lover’s wishes 
she defends them. For her “Those who took part 
the punishing the Negroes were criminals before 
God”. The attitude her lover the issue combined 
with his political difficulties prompts her leave him. 
She then marries Behn. Surely this was not for love. 
matter fact, few months after the wedding 
although she had true cause for hatred her hus- 
band, she leaves him and returns with Scot Europe. 
again becomes involved all sorts intrigues and 
conspiracy. Again Aphra attempts save him. One 
feels that Scot’s political combined with her 
admiration for others has finally killed her love for 
him. She then leaves and returns live England. 


Purple Passage 


There question that the English authoress Mrs. 
Behn was strikingly handsome woman who 
lived freely the society men letters such 
Dryden and Otway, and that she became the con- 
fidante important men. However, Emily Hahn takes 
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malign pleasure describing the weaknesses 
woman, although she makes her fantastic indi- 
vidual. Furthermore, view the fact that histori- 
cally the book not all documented, one might say 
that nothing else but sentimentalized version 
the life free thinker, authoress the eighteenth 
century. book well written, plot beautifully pre- 
sented. There doubt that Miss Hahn has caught 
the spirit the period. However, definitely not 
book placed the disposal every one. 


Leon Baisier, K.S.G., Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Ella Gunning 
$3.00. 


Deasy, Mary 


Little, Brown. Oct. 1950. 336p. 


this story Midwestern girl whose life colored 
and bounded and altogether determined her com- 
pulsion sing, have familiar plot and many 
familiar incidents. The theme (the egotism, selfish- 
ness and possessiveness the artist, or, the author 
intimates, the compelling drive which urges him di- 
rectly his goal) not new either, but has been 
handled elsewhere with greater originality 
suasiveness. 

are told about young girl her first job who 
takes part the wages she and her mother need 
pay for singing lessons. her first appearance 
all-student recital, she sings one song the way she has 
been taught; second, she wants interpret 
the second song which bring her scholarship and 
patronage that ultimately spells 
nately her voice injured, and during the six months’ 
rest she ordered take she marries young com- 
poser already established. Restless while her husband 
works his new symphony and resentful that 


Deasy 


should permit his work infringe upon his time 
and interest her, she hurt that the work she 
have sung given another soprano. Deciding 
that she too can creative, she determines hay 
baby. After her voice pronounced safe again, 
program practice, rehearsals, performance begins 
over. month before the baby expected, her 
band’s composition scheduled for performance 
famous conductor the opening night new 
radio broadcasts. When, four days before the 
cert, the singer who has rehearsed the music 


Pub 


operation, Ella substitutes for her, achieving 


triumph. the success, she angry 
her husband and mother insist upon her 
return her hotel, and her anger she misses 
footing and falls down the stairs. the days 
ness that follow the loss her child, new vision come 
her the balance she may achieve the 
between the demands her music and her husband 
make, she can manage less egocentric. 


this reader, the novel has less vitality, 
greater co-ordination, than the earlier The Hour 
Spring the same writer. Some the characters 
interestingly planned for contrast: e.g., Lillie 
whose philosophy embraces preference for 
rapher’s weekly pay envelope over 
dream fame; and Ella’s first young man whose 
portunistic contacts with the study music are 
for social advantages only. Ella herself comes lif 
only through the author’s omniscient description; 
world music which she lives plane surface 


Pleasant and clean and undemanding, the book 
couple hours restful reading. 


Helen Butler, Ph. D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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